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In honor of Robert Bjorgum

Army Major General Richard Nash
and Major General (Ret) Rodney
Hannula, have announced the 99th
Infantry Battalion (Separate) will be
among those honored at a special
event at Camp Ripley, Minn., on
Sunday, October 5th, 2014. A new
monument to the Battalion will
dedicated the same day.
All 99ers, families, friends and
supporters are invited to attend this
once-in-a-lifetime event, which will
replace the annual Alexandria,
Minn., Reunion Luncheon that has
been held in recent years.
“During the Court of Honor
Ceremony there will be a special
tribute to the 99th Infantry Battalion
(Separate) who served in Europe
during World War II, the only unit
ever federalized at Camp Ripley.
Everyone is welcome to attend this
public ceremony. Congratulations
to this year's recipients!” said MAJ
Jess E. Ulrick, MNARNG Secretary
to the General Staff.
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According to CW2 Daniel Bednarek,
Community Relations Specialist,
Information Management Officer,
the memorialization tradition began
in 1933 as stated in General Orders

#5, dated 26 May 1933. "As a
perpetual monument in memory of a
grateful State and Nation, terrain
features on the Camp Ripley Military
Reservation, Little Falls, Minnesota,
are hereby named in honor of
Minnesota citizens, now deceased,
who served honorably in our armed
forces during time of war."
CW2 Daniel Bednarek, 15000 HWY
115-Camp Ripley, Little Falls, MN
56345, is the point of contact and
has announced the event timeline:



8:45 a.m. Ceremony Rehearsal



9:30 a.m. Snack Bar rededication (Richard Lohmann)



11:00 a.m. Chapel Service



11:55 a.m. Catered Lunch (cost
of $12-$15)



1:00 p.m. Memorialization
Ceremony (Excerpts of 99th IN
BN video will be presented.)



2:00 p.m. Dedication of 99th IN
BN Monument and Court of
Honor Ceremony

Overnight accommodations may be
available at Camp Ripley in six
bedroom “Houses” ($30/night per
person, private baths, 1 full bed, 2
persons max per room) or regular
rooms ($25/night per person, 1 twin
bed, 1 person per room, 2 rooms
share adjoining bath.) Availability
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With the creation of the 99th Infantry Foundation,
several things changed. We became a non-profit,
meaning the legacy of the 99th will outlive the
WWII generation, and we hope, its descendants,
continuing into the future to educate even younger
generations on the history of this unique Battalion.
As an educational foundation, the 99th has
attained increased visibility and legitimacy in
participating with U.S. and Norwegian military
and legacy events, and educational opportunities.
Veterans and longtime supporters know that we
do not charge dues. Anyone interested in the 99th
is welcome to enjoy our Newsletter (circulation
now over 300), Facebook group, and website
www.99Battalion.org, sharing in the everexpanding archive of history we make available.

Your Generosity
Fuels the Foundation
by Tom Graves
99th Board Treasurer
Although we don’t charge dues, we still have
expenses, such as the printing and mailing of this
newsletter, insurance, government fees, etc.
These are in addition to the money we spend in
support of our educational efforts, including new
display materials, and supporting important film
and book projects that might not otherwise be
produced.

Paula Lindholm - Board Member
J. Jarvis Taylor - Board Member
Kathie Varney- Newsletter design
and production

How do we afford such efforts? By your
generosity!
Unfortunately, the amount of donations we receive
does not match the dues that used to come in.
While some donors have been very generous,
most have not. In fact, many people do not
contribute at all. Ironically, at a time when the
Foundation is more active than ever before,
donations are at a low. Our revamped newsletter
is now sent to more and more military, library and
museum officials, while postage has increased
twice since the Foundation was founded. While
our financial position is sound, and we watch
every dollar, as Treasurer, I must report the trend
of weakening financial support does not paint a
rosy picture for the future.

The veteran must have served in France during WWII, and must be
living at the time of application for the medal. (The Medal may be
awarded posthumously, but the veteran must be alive when the
application is made.) If approved, the veteran will be named French
Knight in the Order of the Legion of Honor (Chevalier de la Legion
d’Honneur) backed by a decree signed by the President of the
French Republic.
You may think, “I don’t need another medal,” but your kids and
grandkids will cherish it. Or, you can donate your medal to the 99th
Foundation for display at an appropriate museum.
Foundation treasurer Tom Graves can help expedite your application.
Call him at 415-550-7241 or email him at tom@tomgraves.com.

99th Recognized
at Ceremony

You may send your donations to:
Tom Graves, 99th Infantry Battalion
Foundation, PO Box 460146
San Francisco, CA 94146
As a non-profit, contributions to the Foundation
may be tax deductible. All donations are
acknowledged in writing. You can also donate on
our website www.99Battalion.org.Thank you.

To provide for the future of the 99th Battalion Foundation, please consider including us in your will or trust.
Donations of retirement accounts, life insurance policies or appreciated investments may save on your estate
taxes. (Check with your tax advisor.) You may use this language to leave a gift to the Foundation:
I give and bequeath to the 99th Infantry Battalion Separate WWII, Educational Foundation, a non-profit
charitable organization (EIN 27-4410088) which is incorporated in San Francisco, California, and whose
headquarters is at 6039 Geary Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94121, (choose one) the remainder of my estate
after all other distributions have been made, OR_______% of my estate, OR $________(specific dollar
amount). This gift is to be used by the 99th Infantry Battalion Separate WWII, Educational Foundation for
such purposes and in such as manner as deemed appropriate.
We thank you for your consideration and generosity.

The French government has continued to award American soldiers the
Order of the Legion of Honor Medal. Several 99ers have applied for,
and received, the Medal (see articles in this newsletter). This award
was established by Napoleon in 1802.

We know that everyone has a different financial
situation, so we ask you to give only what you
wish to support the 99th Legacy. This may be an
annual donation, a gift in honor of a departed
loved one, or a legacy gift as described below.

Help the 99th With a Legacy Gift

2

French Medal Reminders for 99ers

SHORTS

99th Foundation Directors & Officers

Leadville Hospital
gets $1M Grant
In Leadville, a $1 million grant has been
awarded to St. Vincent Hospital by the
Colorado Department of Local Affairs. The
money will be used for repairs on the heating
and ventilation system, which will cost about
$2 million. There are seven patient rooms
without heat because of the poor condition of
the system, reports the Leadville Herald
Democrat. The hospital is going after
additional loans for additional facility
upgrades.

On May 16, Board member Jarvis Taylor was
invited to a buffet dinner and ceremony at the
home of Rear Admiral Trond Grytting, Defense
Attaché at the Norwegian Embassy, celebrating
Norway Day and the anniversary of the
Norwegian Constitution. Adm. Grytting
introduced Jarvis to the guests as a veteran of
the 99th Infantry Battalion, and recognized the
99th for their service to Norway and for serving
as Honor Guard for King Haakon VII upon his
return to his homeland on June 7, 1945.
Adm. Grytting, a 99th Battalion admirer and loyal
friend, is ending his multiyear appointment in
Washington and returning to Norway this
summer. Chief Warrant Officer Arlie Jensen
Waage has also reached the end of his
assignment at the embassy. 99ers will
remember both Adm. Grytting and CWO
Waage from the Norwegian Defense
Participation Medal ceremonies in
Washington, D.C., in 2010. Norwegian
Navy Captain Bjorn Egenberg will
continue to serve as Assistant Defense
Attaché and Naval Attaché for one
more year.
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Gerd Nyquist’s Book,
THE 99TH BATTALION,
Now Available in English Edition
THE 99TH BATTALION, by the late Norwegian author,
Gerd Nyquist, is now available in a new English language
edition. The 99th Battalion Foundation worked with
publisher, Aperture Press LLC, and the Nyquist family to
release a new edition of the book, originally published in
Norwegian.
The new edition boasts dozens of historical photos
absent from the original. Careful editing and proofreading
eliminated several errors that resulted from a previous
translation of the text. The 99th Foundation undertook the
project in order to bring the Battalion’s history to a bigger,
English-speaking audience.
THE 99TH BATTALION is available in both hardcover
and paperback at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Books-aMillion, and at your local bookstore.

From the President
It seems fitting to be writing to you just days before Memorial Day.
This year marks 69 years since the soldiers of the 99th Battalion marked their own special Memorial Day. They
had just completed a last minute refit at Twenty Grand Camp, at Duclair, one of the “cigarette camps” in France
that supported the arrival and departure of troops. Just the previous summer saw their transformation from
trained infantrymen to veteran combat soldiers. Now, they had spent almost two weeks at Twenty Grand, recovering from the whirlwind advance of the last spring, the chaos and cold of December and January, and their
grim struggle on the German frontier.
Memorial Day on the morning of the 29th of May 1945, the soldiers departed for the port city of Le Havre, and
boarded one of the 13 LST's (Landing Ship Tank) that awaited Task Force A. I am sure they reveled in their
long-needed rest and looked forward to the 6-day sail to Norway. At 0800 on the 30th, the convoy got underway. Memorial Day 1945 was spent exploring their new world aboard ship, getting settled in and sorted out. But
in moments of silence, they may have looked across the berthing space, over the pile of duffle bags, and saw
who was not there -- fellow soldiers who did not make the long-anticipated voyage.
In the years since that Memorial Day, I am sure many names have been whispered in prayer: those who fell in
the line, or had been whisked away to hospitals only to succumb to wounds; or men reassigned to other units;
or those discovered only later, where they fell, under the fallen snow.
Nelsen, Lindholm, Jorstad, Lecy, Heimark, Tomkins. Each soldier would have a different list, names of his
own friends and acquaintances. That Memorial Day, their first as combat veterans, would also be their first to
reflect not only on their own lives, but on those they had lost.
Now, in most cases, these memories and memorials are left to those of younger generations. Please join us in
this solemn role of remembrance, to ensure that the 99th’s successes and sacrifices are not forgotten.

Order your
VIKING BATTALION
Documentary on DVD
THE VIKING BATTALION is the unique story of the 99th Infantry Battalion (Separate), told by
the veterans themselves. The film contains never before seen film and photo material, and is
produced by the renowned Norwegian-American filmmaker,
Steinar Hybertsen. It is the first comprehensive film
documenting the history of the 99th.
This 120-minute documentary belongs in the home of every
99th veteran and descendent! It is already being shared by
families throughout the U.S. and Norway.
Through a special arrangement with filmmaker Steinar
Hybertsen, the 99th Infantry Battalion Foundation, is
offering THE VIKING BATTALION on DVD for $30.00
(includes free shipping) at our website: ww.99battalion.org
Or mail a check for $30.00 to:
99th Infantry Battalion Foundation,
P.O. Box 460146
San Francisco, CA 94146-0146.
Production and copyright: Shybert Productions,
P.O. Box 574, Edwards, CO 81632
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Erik Brun
Board President
99th Battalion Educational Foundation

Camp Ripley Event RSVP..cont’d from cover
can be checked once we have RSVPs with
lodging requests; each person will pay Camp
Ripley directly. Seven miles away in Little Falls
are also these motels: AmericInn of Little Falls
(320-632-1964), Country Inn & Suites (320-6321000) and a Super 8 Motel (320-632-2351).
If you plan to attend the event, please RSVP as
early as possible to Bruce Bjorgum,
brucebjorgum@charter.net or 2867 Shadow
Drive SE, Rochester, MN 55904, phone (507288-4297). We will maintain a list of interested
persons and contact them again in early
September.
Remember, this event will replace the annual
Alexandria, Minn., reunion luncheon that has
been held in recent years.
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O U R D E PA R T E D

 Nils S. Hansen

94

 Robert Thorsten Bjorgum

94 09/07/13

 Richard F. Wesserling

91 11/01/13

 Paul Curtis Hagen

93 12/29/13

 Dagfinn Dankertson

93 01/05/14

 Einar Jorgensen

90 06/08/14

 Birger Osten Johansson

91 06/12/14

Nils S. Hansen, 94, a World War II veteran, died
Monday in Clove Lakes Health Care and
Rehabilitation Center, Castleton Corners,
Staten Island, New York.
Born in Norway, he moved to Bayonne, New
Jersey, as a teenager. Nils enlisted in U.S. Army in
1942, serving with the 99th Infantry Battalion
(Separate) in the Normandy Campaign and the
Battle of the Bulge. He was honorably discharged
in 1945. After his service, he worked as a
Merchant Marine for 41 years, retiring in 1979.
Nils was a member of the Sons of Norway,
Nansen Lodge, Travis, and a longtime member of
Zion Lutheran Church, Willowbrook, New York. He
enjoyed gardening and spending time with his
grandchildren.
His wife, Ragna, died in 1999. Surviving are two
sons, Bob and Harold; two daughters, Barbara
Anderson and Kathryn Goffredo; seven
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Robert Thorsten Bjorgum, 94, of Faribault,
Minnesota, died peacefully in Hospice Care on
Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013.
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Robert, son of Albert T. and
Inga (Arneson) Bjorgum,
was born on November 18,
1918, on the farm in Dane
Prairie Township outside of
Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
He married Genevieve
Doris Nelson on June 22,
1941, in Fergus Falls.
Robert had a 41-year
career with the F.W.
Woolworth Company
including many years as

manager of the Woolworth Store in Faribault,
Minn. World War II interrupted this career.
Robert was drafted in 1942, completed basic
training in Texas and Officer Candidate School at
Fort Benning, Georgia, and then learned of and
joined the 99th Infantry Battalion (Separate)
Norwegian-American “Viking Battalion” in Camp
Hale, Colorado. After winter survival and ski
training, the 99th traveled to England in 1943 for
additional training, and landed on a Normandy
Beach June 22, 1944, his third wedding
anniversary. Robert was wounded in France and
returned home several months later. Among other
awards, he received the Norwegian WWII
participation medal, Deltagermedaljon, on May 28,
2011, in a ceremony in Washington, D.C., and the
Knight of the Legion of Honor Medal awarded
posthumously by the Republic of France on
September 23, 2013.
Robert enjoyed fishing and hunting, especially
pheasant hunting with his wife Genevieve, and
was introduced to a lifelong hobby of rock hunting
by his brothers-in-law Paul and Ralph Nelson.
Robert and Genevieve spent 19 winters rock
hunting with their “snowbird” friends in Quartzite,
Arizona. He was very generous with his time,
active with Rotary, downtown Faribault business
association, United Way fund drives, and
volunteering at Fourth Avenue United Methodist
Church, the River Bend Nature Center and the
Senior Center. Robert was Grand Marshall for
Faribault’s 2012 Memorial Day parade. In his 90’s
he started a Norwegian Club in Faribault that
quickly became the Scandinavian Club because a
few Swedes, Danes and Finns wanted in on the
fun. He visited family farms in Norway in 2003 and
again in 2007. He had the great privilege to meet
Norwegian Resistance fighter Gunnar Sonsteby in
Oslo in 2003.

Foundation President Erik Brun speaks to a full house
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All who knew him will miss his kind soul. He
leaves behind two sons, Bruce (Jennifer) Bjorgum
of Rochester, Minn., and Gregory (Leslie) Bjorgum
of Steamboat Springs, Colorado; five
grandchildren, Samuel, Mali Doles (Jason), Scott,
Andrew and Brett; and two great-grandchildren,
Kadin Doles and Logan Bjorgum. Memorials are
preferred to the River Bend Nature Center in
Faribault, or the 99th Infantry Battalion Separate
WWII Educational Foundation.

Richard F. Wesserling, 91, of Piggott,
Arkansas, formerly of Dearborn, MI, passed
away after a brief illness on November 1, 2013.

99th History Presentation
in Santa Barbara,
California

Just some of the new 99th educational materials

by Erik Brun
President of the 99th Infantry Battalion
Educational Foundation

I had the opportunity to address a combined
meeting of the American Scandinavian
Foundation of Santa Barbara and the Ivar
Aasen Lodge of the Sons of Norway at the
Goleta Public Library on May 30th 2014.
The event was open to the Public and brought
a nice audience to see the documentary, THE
VIKING BATTALION, and learn more about
the modern Norse warriors of World
War II. The lodge, in turn, will be taking
information and copies of the
documentary to a regional Sons of
Norway meeting on our behalf.
On display were the 10 new informative
posters created by 99th Foundation
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member Paula Lindholm, which illustrate 99th/
NORSO history. This event was the first at
which the audience members received the new
brochure on 99th history.
The Foundation is now receiving requests for
our poster series and brochures. from the
Minnesota Military Museum, Historic Fort
Snelling, and a Sons of Norway group that will
be attending Family Day at the National D-Day
Memorial in Bedford, Virginia. We are actively
seeking additional speaking opportunities
around the country in order to share the history
of the 99th Battalion and its veterans. Please
talk us up, and let us know about opportunities
to speak to interested groups in your area.

He was born
on November
12, 1921 in
Detroit,
Michigan, and
was recruited
by the 99th
Infantry
Battalion
(Separate)
from another
unit while in
Great Britain.
A member of
99th’s A Company, Richard participated in many
battles during the war, including the Battle of the
Bulge. He was wounded by shrapnel in France,
but continued on, following his battalion to their
ultimate goal in Norway, where he served as
Honor Guard upon the return of King Haakon.
Following his discharge from the Army, Richard
returned to Detroit where he was employed at
Fisher Body. He was an active member of the
VFW Post 552 in Lincoln Park, Michigan, and
remained faithful to the 99th Infantry Battalion
(Separate) throughout his life, frequently attending
reunions, including the 1967 reunion in Oslo. He
attended the medal presentation at the Norwegian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., in May 2011.
Richard will be interred in the Bloomfield Veterans
Cemetery in Bloomfield, Missouri. He is survived
by his wife of 62 years, Margie, his children, Anna,
Chuck, and John, and four grandchildren, Aaron,
Allison, Austin, and Devan.

Paul Curtis Hagen, 93, formerly of Fargo, North
Dakota, and Mesa, Arizona, died December 29,
2013, in St. Cloud, Minn.
Paul was born January 3, 1920, in Portland, North
Dakota, to Peder and Cora (Fore) Hagen. He
graduated from Portland High School, where he
played football and basketball. He attended
college at the University of North Dakota and
received his BSC in 1949.
He was drafted into the Army at the age of 22, and
trained at Camp Hale, Colorado, prior to becoming
part of a bilingual unit called the 99th Infantry
Battalion (Sep) Norwegian American ski troopers.
Paul graduated from United States Military
Intelligence Training Center, Camp Ritchie,
Maryland in April 1943. He fought in five major
battles, including the Battle of the Bulge, and was
recently honored by both Norway and France with
medals, the most recent being the Knight of the
Legion of Honor from France. He received five
battle stars and a Bronze Star for service in the
European Theater of Operations.
Following his honorable discharge, he worked for
American Financial Insurance, retiring in 1982
after working 30 years in the insurance business.
He was united in marriage to Laila C. Evanson on
June 3, 1946 in Portland, North Dakota. They
enjoyed 45 years together before Laila passed
away July 2, 1991. He married Clara Leona
Alexander on August 24, 1992, at First Lutheran
Church in Fargo, North Dakota. Paul was a
member of First Lutheran Church in Fargo and St.
Peters Lutheran Church in Mesa, Arizona, and
was also a member of the Y’s Men’s Club.
Paul will be sadly missed by his two daughters,
Paulette (Donal) Anderson of St. Cloud, Minn.,
and Patricia (Brian) Qvammen of Grand Forks,
North Dakota; grandsons, Ryan and Corey
Anderson; brother, Marvin (Ruth) Hagen, Fargo,
North Dakota; and sister-in-law, Doris Wiggen,
Mayville, North Dakota.
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He was born in Bergen, Norway, the son of Hans
and Sofie (Jacobsen) Dankertson, and arrived in
the United States as a youth. He later trained and
served with the U.S. Army 99th Infantry Battalion
(Separate) from 1942 to 1945, earning a Combat
Infantryman’s Badge in October 1944.
Following the military, Dagfinn met Birgit
Johansen, and they married on March 22, 1947,
in Seattle, Washington. He went to work for the
Boeing Aircraft Company as an electronics
technician. Dagfinn and Birgit later moved to
Albany to be close to their family. Birgit died
December 6, 2010.
Survivors include his children, Ellen Hansen of
Albany; Victoria Usher and husband, Dave, of
Albany; and Roy Dankertson and wife Barb of
Burien, Washington; four grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.
Memorial contributions are suggested to
Samaritan Evergreen Hospice in care of Fisher
Funeral Home, 306 Washington St. S.W.,
Albany, OR 97321.

Einar Jorgensen was called home by the
Lord on Sunday, June 8, 2014. He was 90
years old.
Einar was born in Hukksund, Norway, to Hans
and Kari Jorgensen. Age two, he and his mother
joined his father in the United States.
After graduating from Madelia (Minnesota) High
School in 1942, he joined the U.S. Army and
trained with the 99th Infantry Battalion. After
discharge from the Army, he joined his father and
brother in the construction business.
His work moved his family to Preston, Deer
River and Byron, before settling in a home he
built in Kasson, about 60 miles south of the
Twin Cities. He spent many years as a
construction superintendent before retiring
from A. E. Benike in 1986.
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His hobbies included hunting, fishing,
traveling, and particularly woodworking. He
also enjoyed lutefisk and lefse. He was

active with St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Kasson, and always looked forward to
participating in the Norwegian Supper.
Einar is survived by his wife of 67 years, Marion;
daughter, Karen (Dick) Swalla of Park Rapids,
Minn.; sons, Davis (Nancy) of Rochester and
Paul (Roberta) of Lake City, Minn.; six grand
children; seven great-grandchildren; and a sister,
Marian Spoolhoff of Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
He was buried at the Maple Grove Cemetery in
Kasson.

99er Birger Osten "Bia" "Bill" Johansson
passed away at age 91 1/2, on June 12, 2014,
in Port Richey, Florida.
He was born in Bohuslän, Sweden, August 26,
1922. Formerly of Richmond Hill, Bethpage, Long
Island, New York, he retired to Port Richey in
1985.
Birger worked as a carpenter and painter, and
immigrated to the United States at age 20, joining
the United States Army in 1942. Assigned to the
10th Mountain Division and trained at Camp
Hale, Colorado, he transferred to the 99th
Infantry Battalion (separate), a special unit to
invade Norway, serving in Company D as a ski
trooper. He was also stationed in Belgium,
France, Germany and Normandy. He was
awarded the Norwegian WWII Participation
Medal in 2011.
He was a life member of VASA Orden Lindbergh
Lodge #505 NY, and Sons of Norway. He will be
laid to rest on June 20th at Florida National
Cemetery, Bushnell.
He is survived by his nephews in Sweden, and
Mildred Sandberg and many friends. His wife of
59 years, Evelyn Johansson, passed away in
2007.
Our condolences to the family and friends of
Birger Johansson. May he rest in peace. Grateful
nations will miss their World War II soldiers.

Jarvis Taylor

MEET THE DIRECTORS

Dagfinn Dankertson, 93, of Albany, Oregon,
passed away January 5, 2014.

I was born in Raleigh, North Carolina, and began
my schooling at age six in Goldsboro, where my
father was a manager in the Southern Bell
Telephone Company. By 1934 he had changed
companies and we had moved to Loudoun,
County, in Northern Virginia, where I grew up and
graduated from high school.
In 1940, my family moved to Lynchburg, Virginia.
I registered for the Draft and was called up in
November 1942 and sent to the reception center
at Camp Lee, Va., then to Camp Beale, California
for basic training with the newly activated 13th
Armored Division.
Upon completing basic training, and with the rank of
PFC, I was assigned to the Military Police at Beale
and served with them for 10 months before being
transferred to the 106th Division stationed at Camp
Atterbury, Indiana, where I reported for duty on June
7, 1944, one day after the Normandy Invasion.
I served only two months in the 106th Division
before volunteering for overseas duty. After passing
through a series of replacement depots, on
November 1, 1944, I finally arrived at the 99th
Infantry Battalion (Sep). I served in the 99th through
the Battle of the Bulge to the end of World War II
and its special mission to Norway from June to
October, 1945. I was discharged from the service
on November 6, 1945.
After WWII, I worked for a Federal agency for two
years. Following that, I worked for the American
News Company for four years, then, in the footsteps
of my father, I joined the telephone company. I
attended the Bell System Center for Technical
Education and became an engineer, serving as a
Building Industry Consultant and a Right of Way
Agent. I retired in 1985 after 32 years of service.
Northern Virginia is still home for me, and as a
history buff, I appreciate living next to our nation’s
capital. In addition to reading, music and history, I
enjoy travel, and have traveled extensively
throughout the United States, Eastern Canada and
Europe. In fact, I was able to track down and visit a
number of the villages and sights we saw when we
were there during the war.

Jarvis has room in his home for a small
99th Infantry Battalion museum.
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French Medal
Postumously
Awarded to 1st Lt.
Robert T. “Bob”
Bjorgum

Harlan K. Hanson
99er Corporal Harold K. Hanson was my father. He
was known as “HK” during the War because there
were several other Harold Hansons and Hansens in
the 99th Battalion, including the commander, Harold
D. Hansen. After attending his first reunion in 1963,
my father remained active with the 99th Battalion
group for the rest of his life. From 1967 through 1984
HK was part of the group of 99ers in the Fargo
Moorhead area that hosted the many 99th Reunions
held there. He gave an extensive amount of his time
and energy to the 99th in the last 12 years of his life.
Dad died on May 8, 2010 at the age of 90. I am, as a
tribute to my father and his 99th brothers in arms,
continuing to remain active with the 99th Battalion by
serving as a member on the Foundation Board.

by Bruce Borgum
Son and 99th Board Secretary

99er Robert Bjorgum with sons
Gregory (left) and Bruce

Robert Thorsten Bjorgum joins other 99ers who have been awarded the Knight of the Legion of
Honor by the Republic of France. Robert knew his award was pending, but unfortunately, it was
awarded posthumously, two weeks after his passing.

When my parents retired in 1984, I offered that they
move in with me, so they could enjoy their retirement
income and not have to spend it on a place to live.
Being single, in a large three-bedroom condominium, I had space, and they would have no shoveling
or yard work beyond whatever flowers they wished
to plant. We all enjoyed this arrangement for the
next 14 years. My mother, Crystal, who suffered
from Alzheimer’s late in life, died in June of 2004
at age 86.

The French Consulate letter of September 23, 2013, reads:

Dear Mr. Bjorgum,
It is a great honor and privilege to present you with the Knight of the
Legion of Honor medal. Through this award, the French government
pays tribute to the soldiers who did so much for France and Western
Europe. More than 65 years ago, you gave your youth to France and
the French people. Many of your fellow soldiers did not return, but they
remain in our hearts.

In 1999, I retired from almost 25 years as a financial
examiner for departments that Congress kept renaming and funding in different ways. The job never
changed, only the agency names and accounts my
paychecks came from changed. I traveled all over
the state of Wisconsin where I lived, and from time
to time, all over our country from Connecticut to Florida, and Texas to California to wherever financial
institutions were in difficulty. The bank examiner in
Jimmy Stewart’s movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” was
doing the same job as me, performing regulatory
financial examinations at Savings Banks, and
Savings and Loans.
In addition to my many 99th activities, I visit or
talk often with some of my 34 first cousins. And
as an avid fisherman, I try to go fishing a minimum of five or six times a year for at least
three to six hours ― more often if time and
health permits.
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Thanks to your courage, and to our American friends and allies, France
has been living in peace for the past six decades. You saved us and
we will never forget. For us, the French people, you are heroes.
Gratitude and remembrance are forever in our souls.
To show our eternal gratitude, the government of the French Republic
has decided to award you the Legion of Honor. Created by Napoleon, it
is the highest honor that France can bestow upon those who have
achieved remarkable deeds for France.
Thank you for what you did and congratulations.
Sincerely yours,

Harlan Hanson with his late
father, 99er Harold Hanson

Graham PAUL,
Consul Général de France à Chicago
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Minnesotan, Norwegian Soldiers
Celebrate 40 Years of Partnership
by Spc. Linsey Williams
Minnesota National Guard
Feb. 28, 2013 After two action-packed weeks,
the 40th Anniversary of the Norwegian Reciprocal
Troop Exchange (NOREX) has come an end. The
longest partnership-in-training between two
nations, NOREX has been, and continues to be, a
shining example of the positive reciprocity that
can exist between allied militaries.
Together, Norwegian and Minnesotan troops
have braved the cold and snow, skied up
mountains, and slept in shelters created with
bare, or rather gloved, hands. Not only have the
two military groups worked hard together, they
have also played well together. No event
demonstrated that better than the evening of
NOREX's Viking Feast.
Dressed in costumes, designed themselves out of
potato sacks, Minnesota troops were treated to an
elaborate production re-enacting events which
would have taken place in the home of a Viking
chieftain. Following the production, each troop
was given their own Viking helmet (though made
of plastic) and brought to feast on a traditional
Norwegian meal.
The following evening also held its traditions, but
this time looking a bit more formal than the
ancient Vikings. Military leaders from the
Minnesota National Guard traveled to Norway to
dine with their Norwegian counterparts and the
other NOREX participants at a farewell banquet.
"Our troop exchange began in 1974, and is the
longest-running military exchange partnership
between any two nations," spoke Maj. Gen.
Richard Nash, adjutant general of the Minnesota
National Guard. "This yearly exchange promotes
goodwill and sharpens military readiness
between our two nations."
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In his address to the gathering at the
Camp Vaernes dining facility, Nash
shared a brief history of the close military
bond between Minnesota and Norway.
Afterwards, he presented Maj. Gen.

George Hunsby’s LEAD POISON
From 99er George Hunsby’s last chapter of ‘My! How Time Flies’,
Fairhaven Communications 1977, about Leadville and people the 99ers met

Back during the early 1940s,
Kristin Lund, Chief of Staff of the Norwegian
Home Guard, with a unique gift.
"After the invasion of Norway from Nazi Germany,
the 99th Infantry Battalion was created at Camp
Ripley, Minn.," explained Nash. "All members of
this unit were of Norwegian decent, and more
than half were from Minnesota. Their mission was
to assist in the Norwegian Resistance in efforts
against the Nazis. Lund, in recognition of the 40th
anniversary of the exchange program, we present
you with an intact, historically correct uniform from
a Minnesota Soldier who served in the 99th
Infantry Battalion."
A round of applause arose in the room as Lund
took a closer look at the gift. With misty eyes her
only words were, "I'm speechless."
As an idea and partnership that began with a
simple handshake, the Norwegian Exchange has
grown to represent a unique camaraderie that
exists between two nations.
"You have been working hard, and have made
the Troop Exchange program what it is today, so
thank you," Lund said, addressing NOREX
participants. "I also hope that you have found a lot
of friends. That is also an important part of this
exchange--the bond between people."
Having demonstrated the purpose of the
Norwegian Exchange; training and friendship
building; and seeing it cumulate to one
evening, members of the Minnesota National
Guard shared one more meal with their
Norwegian friends. For many, this certainly won't
be the last.
"Even though I had my first exchange forty years
ago, I still keep contact with people," shared
Lund. "I hope that you will come back to Norway
again."

this writer chanced to be stationed with the Army up
close to Leadville, Colorado, where everything was
quite wide open at the time and the Old Vendome
Hotel built by Haw Tabor, the noted silver king, had
taken on new life, and The Golden Burro and several
other bistros up and down the main drag were doing
land office business with the soldiers, especially on
the weekends. Old Leadville had come back into its
own as a rowdy and boisterous town such as it was in
its heyday before and after the Civil War.
It so happened that this writer teamed up with another
soldier by the name of Bjarne Aaning and he hailed
from New York City. He was enamored by the
beautiful alpine scenery in which we lived and trained
and being a very good photographer, he took
advantage of his newfound surroundings by taking
hundreds of pictures of the mountains and even
Leadville Town and some of its people. He and I soon
found ourselves a room in a small cabin up on the
hillside on the east end of the town. Here lived two
elderly folks by the name of Erickson. After we had
become better acquainted with them, we were
allowed the liberty of calling them Albin and Sue.
Sue's name prior to marrying Albin was Sue Bonney,
and she had been a trapeze performer and all-round
acrobat with several great circuses before dropping
off at Leadville and marrying Albin Erickson, who had
been leaded while working in the silver mines from the
time he was a boy. Albin was showing the effects of
being leaded and complained from time to time about
his condition.
Sue, however, was in good health it seemed, and she
was the official humane officer up here on Tennessee
Pass and she was known to everyone in Leadville.
She wore a full Pendleton outfit composed of a green
whipcord jacket with matching slacks, and high
cowboy boots, and topped off with a large sombrero.
She wore the largest star on her left breast and she
was death on anyone who abused animals up in the
Leadville area. When she appeared on the streets of
in her outfit, she made an imposing picture. She was
a very kindhearted person and she and Albin made
Bjarne and I feel right at home during our weekend
visits to Leadville.
There were other incidents in her life that put her in a
class by herself, and one such incident was that she
had been given the privilege of being the only friend

and confidante of none other
than the aging Baby Doe
Tabor, who was living out her
last days in a shack just
outside the tipple of the old
famous Matchless Mine up on
the hill above Leadville. Baby
Doe Tabor was the wife of
Haw Tabor, the Silver King,
whom he left stranded in
Leadville while he was over in
Denver developing that City
and playing the field while
Pvt. George Hunsby 1918
there. Mrs. Tabor called Sue
Bonney Erickson by a pet name,
"My Bird Lady.”
Sue told me one time she went up to Baby Doe's
cabin one cold winter morning and how she found
Baby Doe dead and frozen stiff on the cabin floor.
She had not been able to feed herself properly and
evidently had gotten into such a weakened condition
that she just collapsed and froze to death. We talked
with many of the old timers up in Leadville who knew
Baby Doe Tabor and one or two grocery men told us
how they allowed her to charge up groceries from
time to time although they knew she had no means
to repay.
Some years after the ending of the Second World
War, this writer and his wife made a trip up to
Leadville and we were fortunate in finding Sue and
Albin very much alive, and we were able to visit them
and to hear some of the stories about the Tabors retold as only Sue could tell them. We also visited Mr.
and Mrs. Fitzimmons whom I had met during the war,
in his capacity as Leadville postmaster.
Our stay was cut short since we both developed
headaches from the ten thousand foot altitude and we
were forced to leave our friends after a two-day stay.
Leadville has a world of history and some old-timers
are around there yet, and this writer can advise other
prospective Western story writers that that up
there lies a wealth of unwritten history to be
developed. Another thing to be said to the
credit of Leadville is that there is a gold
mine of antiques to be unearthed up in them
thar hills.
We never saw Sue and Albin alive again,
since they died not far apart and you guessed
it, he died of lead poisoning.
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SOUTHWICK — It was an honor he should have
received 69 years ago, but Trygve S. Petersen of
Granville was finally pinned Thursday with the
Norwegian defense medal for fighting against the
German occupation of Norway in 1945.
Petersen, 95, was among American soldiers from
the 99th battalion who worked with the Norwegian
military in their fight against the Germans. Because
he was wounded, he wasn't able to receive the
medal while in service, but Norwegian officials
made sure Petersen received the recognition
he deserved.
As Capt. Yngve Skoglund, from the Norway liaison
NATO office in Virginia, pinned the medal on to
Petersen’s original military uniform, an emotional
Petersen said, “I wish the men of my battalion
were here.”
“They are in your soul,” Skoglund responded.
Humbled by the honor, Petersen told the crowd
gathered at the Southwick American Legion Post
338 that his memories of World War II and his
involvement in the mission in Norway are
tempered by the loss of men in his unit.

Robert G. Kough, commander of Post 338, said
the recognition bestowed on Petersen, a member
of the Southwick American Legion, was a true
honor to the local post.
“It’s our honor to have this man here,” he said.
Of Petersen’s clear memories of his World War II
service, Kough said it is a common military
experience to “remember people who had your
back.”
“There are things you don’t forget,” he said.

WWII veteran from Granville
honored by Norway with Viking
medallion for 1945 mission
by Manon L. Mirabelli | Special to The Republican
newspaper, Westfield, Mass. March 06, 2014

“I find it so hard to accept something for me
when there are so many men who earned it
more,” he said.

“He always felt that the real heroes were the men
who didn’t come home,” he said, adding that for
him, his father taught him the true meaning of
hero.
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As the pinning ceremony of the Viking
medallion ended, veterans and wellwishers lined up to shake Petersen’s
hand and thank him for his service.

Annual 10th Mountain and
99th Infantry Battalion Ski-in
by Bruce Borgum
99th Board Member
The 39th Annual 10th Mountain Division and 99th
Infantry Battalion “Ski-in” at the Ski Cooper resort,
Tennessee Pass, Colorado, took place on
February 19-21, 2014. Erik Brun, son of 99er
Christian Brun, and Bruce and Jennifer Bjorgum,
son and daughter-in-law of 99er Robert Bjorgum,
attended.
Erik had arranged for the Leadville Public Library
to show Steinar Hybertsen’s THE VIKING
BATTALION documentary on the 99th
Wednesday evening. Four 10th Mountain
Division veterans and 50-60 Leadville residents
attended the screening. Many in Colorado know
the 10th Mountain story, but not the 99th saga.
This exceptional event presented 99th history and
added greatly to the traditional Ski-In parade,
memorial service at the Tennessee Pass
monuments, and Friday dinner at the Golden
Burro.

Petersen’s son, Karl A. Petersen, also of
Granville, said as the years have gone by, his
father’s memories of his service in the military
have become more vivid, and most of those
recollections involve the service men who lost
their lives.

“I’ve always been proud of him,” the younger
Petersen said. “When I was a kid I
thought John Wayne was a hero. Now
I know my dad was the real hero.”

99th supporter Terry Ploot of
Leadville hoists the Norwegian colors

From youngsters to senior citizens and veterans
from multiple conflicts, Petersen was given a hero’s
welcome seven decades after he returned from war.

From left, Trygve S. Petersen, of Granville, a World War II
veteran from the 99th Batallion in Norway, Sgt. Therese
Skalbones, an administrator with the Norway liason office
at NATO in Virginia, and Capt. Yngve Skoglund, of the
same NATO unit, award Petersen, 95, with the Norwegian
defense medal for his service in the military during a
ceremony held Thursday at the American Legion Post 338.
(Manon L. Mirabelli photo)

The highlight of the weekend for me was sitting
next to 10th Mountain Division veteran Nelson
Bennett, age 99, and watching the Winter
Olympics after dinner at the Golden Burro (Brass
Ass) restaurant. Mr. Bennett or “Benny” was one
of the many veterans who trained at Cooper Hill
and helped develop the American Ski Industry
after the war. Among his accolades were
managing the Sun Valley Ski Area and his career
as an International Ski Federation (FIS) Technical

10th Mt. veterans enjoy warmth and stories at Ski Cooper

Director. In this capacity, he certified Winter
Olympic ski courses met all International
specifications and then served as the primary
official during the ski race. All questions and
complaints were directed to and answered by him.
While watching American Mikaela Shiffrin win the
2014 Olympic Women’s Slalom that evening,
Benny offered non-stop commentary from the
many Olympics during which he had officiated.

99th supporters and friends at the 2014 Ski-in
What a treat!
Once again, we descendants have been
fortunate to meet these veterans and
their families and talk to them about their
skiing and wartime experiences.
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Roy
Mikkelsen
and the
Auburn
Ski Club
Museum
by Bill Hoffland
99th Board Member

After spending the night in Reno, seeing the sights
and getting a good night’s sleep, I made my way
back to the museum (http://auburnskiclub.com/skimuseum) which is on the ground floor of what
looks to be a large Tahoe-style cabin, probably
built in the 1930’s or 40’s. The cabin looks slightly
out of place surrounded by cars of the new Boreal
development. Once a second-tier resort, Boreal is
finding its niche in the ski business due to its
moderate terrain, lights and the ability to make
snow on all its runs, something of a game changer
in the 2013/14 California drought. Just across the
road from the museum is a statue of perhaps the
most famous Norwegian American skier,
Snowshoe Thompson. (wikipedia.org/wiki/
Snowshoe_Thompson)
I didn’t see a statue of Roy Mikkelsen outside
the museum, but there was an entire exhibit on him
inside, as well as one on the 99th. Roy was a
distinguished ski jumper who competed in the 1932
and 1936 Olympics. In addition to his athletic skills,
Roy was active in the ski community and the
Auburn Ski Club throughout his life, and was
involved in bringing the 1960 Winter Olympics to
Squaw Valley, Calif. (www.auburnjournal.com/
article/auburn’s-first-olympian-was-ski-jumping-star
-1930s-mayor-city-1950s).

On December 27, 2013, I was visiting my friend,
99er T/Sgt, HQ Company, Hadley Jenson, who has
lived in Auburn, California, since 1946. On previous
visits, Hadley told me about coming to California
after the war and about another 99er who lived in
Auburn, Roy Mikkelsen. He said there was a statue
of Roy at a museum at Boreal Ridge, a ski area on
Interstate 80, at Donner Pass, 30 miles west of
Reno, Nevada. Since I was headed to Reno, I
decided to check it out.
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The drive from Auburn, altitude 1,250 feet, to the
Summit of Donner Pass, at over 7,000 feet, was
quick and easy thanks to a warm spell, no rain,
and little snow in the mountains. I arrived at
Boreal Ridge and found the Western SkiSport
Museum had just closed, but after a little
knocking, I was greeted by a docent who was
happy to hear about the 99th, and invited me
back to see the entire museum and the Roy
Mikkelsen exhibit the following day.

He left us way too early at the age of 60, but Roy’s
many contributions to the ski industry, his service
to his country serving in the 99th, and his active
role in his community, mirror what so many 99th
veterans have done their whole lives. The
Foundation salutes you, Roy.
The Western SkiSport Museum was founded in
1969 by the Auburn Ski Club, and is a good place
to relax if you have been skiing at Boreal, or just
visiting. The admission price (free) can’t be beat. In
addition to the many exhibits, including Roy’s and
one on the 99th, there is a small theater playing ski
movies. While I was there, they were playing
STEIN ERIKSEN - SKI LEGEND, 2003 by Steinar
Hybertsen, who also directed THE VIKING
BATTALION (available at 99battalion.org). The
museum is only open 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Friday,
Saturday and Sunday during the ski season, and
by appointment during the off-season. 530-4263313×101 or bclark@inc.auburnskiclub.org

Norway Bestows Honor on
West Virginia WWII Veteran
Associated Press

we could start getting their soldiers together to
find out where they were from in Germany. Then
we'd make up lists of who needed to be sent
where and before we knew it, the government
brought in a bunch of ships to Oslo," Howie said.
"I still remember standing guard while we loaded
long, long lines of German troops onto the ships,"
he said.
Howie said he had been selected for this duty
because he spoke the language.
"I had friends who taught me, so I knew it pretty
well and picked up even more after I got in Norway," he said.
Leslie Young, Howie's daughter, said the Norwegian officials' visit helped her to learn about the
battalion's mission and the importance of its work
to remove the German forces from Norway.

MARTINSBURG, W.Va. — U.S. Army veteran
Lawrence Howie was surprised when he learned
that he was being honored by Norway for his service in that nation during World War II.
A delegation of Norwegian officials recently traveled to Martinsburg to present the Norwegian Defense Participation Medal to Howie. The visiting
dignitaries included Capt. Yngve Skoglund, Lt.
Col. Tom Schroder, Lt. Commander Kenneth Johansen, Capt. Fredrik Sandquist and Sgt.
Therese Skalbones.
"This was something just so unexpected, especially since these are important people who have
lots of other things to do. I just never thought anything like this would happen, especially after so
long. But it does feel good because I really have
a soft spot for Norway," Howie told The Journal.
Howie, 88, served with the Army's 99th Infantry
battalion, a special unit of Norwegian-Americans
and Norwegian exiles that was formed for a possible invasion of Norway, which was occupied by
Germany. There wasn't an invasion but the battalion oversaw the exit of German soldiers from
Norway at the end of the war.
"When we first moved in, we went up north and
pretty much took over the German camps so that

"Not only were they terribly outnumbered, but
that's also when the king was able to come back
to the country after having been exiled for a
while, so they also played a part in making sure
he safely returned," Young told the newspaper.
Young said she and her sister were skeptical at
first when Norwegian officials contacted her sister
to find her father.
"So I went online to pull up information and saw
how they had first started honoring these men a
couple of years ago when they had a reception.
In the end, this was just a beautiful experience for
him that we got to share," Young said, adding
that her father was also presented with a bouquet
of flowers and some Norwegian chocolates.
A documentary about the 99th Infantry Battalion
will be shown in Norway and will air later this year
on PBS. A book on the battalion also is expected
to be released soon, said Erik Wiborg, vice president of the 99th Infantry Battalion World War II
Educational Foundation.
"What these men did, as part of the greatest
generation, is part of the sacrifices that now
allow us to live in a free world. They were a
small unit in terms of numbers, but not in
terms of how they helped end the war," he
told the newspaper.
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