
Norwegian Chief of Defense General 

Harald Sunde awards the Norwegian 

World War II Defense Medal to Robert 

(Bob) Snodgrass (A Co.) of Malta, 

Ohio. The uniform Bob is wearing is 

the same he used in the U.S. 99th 

Infantry Battalion during the war.  

Members of the 99th honored with Norwegian 

Defense Medal  
by Hanne Marie Willoch 

reprinted from the Norwegian  

American Weekly - June 17, 2011 

On Saturday, May 28, 2011, the 

surviving members of the 99th 

Infantry Battalion (Separate) of  

the U.S. Army were awarded 

Deltagermedaljen (the Nor-

wegian World War II Defense 

Medal) for their fight against the 

German occupation of Norway. 

The medal was awarded by the 

Norwegian Chief of Defense, 

General Harald Sunde, as a part 

of his official visit to the United 

States, during a ceremony at the 

Royal Norwegian Embassy in 

Washington, D.C.  
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(From Left) Sigvard G. Johnsen (D ), Hadley N. Jenson (HQ), Wilfred 

Jacobsen (C ), Robert D. Chapman (D ) , and Lester W. Carlson (HQ) 

The 99th is now the ñ99th Infantry Battalion Separate, 
WWII, Educational Foundationò by Bill Hoffland, Foundation President  

A few years ago, Jill Beatty, a 

San Franciscan of Norwegian de-

cent, originally from Minnesota, 

met Harold and Harlan Hanson 

who were telling the story of the 

99th at the Hostfest in Minot, 

N.D. (www.hostfest.com). The 

next year Jill was the co-chair of 

the Norway Day Festival in San 

Francisco (www.Norwayday.org), 

a celebration of all things Norwe-

gian, and the largest Norwegian 

cultural festival on the West 

Coast, held every year since 

1993. Jill hadn't forgotten the 

Hansons' enthusiasm for the 

99th, and she reached out to Bill 

Hoffland, son of 99er Joseph 

Hoffland (PFC HQ Company), 

offering him and the 99th a 

booth at the festival. Through 

this initial meeting, Jill, a legal 

secretary with a large law firm, 

SNR Denton  (contôd next pg) 
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DONATIONS FOR 

THE NEW 99TH 

FOUNDATION  
 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR TAX   

DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO:  
 

99th Treasurer - Tom Graves 

400 Clipper St  

San Francisco, CA 94114 

415-550-7241 

Tom@tomgraves.com   

President - Bill Hoffland  

6039 Geary Blvd,  

San Francisco, CA 94121  

415-751-5479        

bill66hlnd@aol.com 

Vice President - Erik Wiborg  

10 Oak Ridge Lane 

Tequesta, FL 33469 

561-346-5070  

erikwiborg@yahoo.com   

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

Harlan Hanson   

3200 S Lincoln Ave  

Sioux Falls, SD 57105-5223  

605-373-1205  

99th1hkhanson@sio.midco.net   

Board Member - Bruce Bjorgum  

2867 Shadow Drive 

Rochester, MN 55904  

507-288-2497 

Brucebjorgum@charter.net  

Board Member  - J. Jarvis Taylor  

7838 Dove Drive 

Alexandria, VA 22306 

 703-360-3455  

JJTMC@aol.com  

Newsletter Layout and Design 

Kathie (Jenson) Varney  

(206)384-5606 

kathie.varney@gmail.com 

(www.snrdenton.com), urged the firm to 

offer their services, pro bono, for the 

incredible amount of paperwork neces-

sary to incorporate the 99th into a 501 C 

3 non-profit foundation.  SNR Denton's 

dedicated attorneys and law profession-

als spent countless hours filing papers 

with the State of California and the IRS 

to accurately complete this task, and the 

Foundation was granted non-profit 

status on October 20, 2011, effective 

April 29, 2010. (Your donations since 

the effective date are tax deductible.) 

We owe a special thanks to Jill Beatty, 

the late Gary Hernandez, one of the 

firm's partners; attorney Angelo DeSan-

tis, and the lead attorney, Libio Latimer, 

who accomplished this complicated le-

gal undertaking at no cost to the Foun-

dation! What does the new non-profit 

status mean to the 99th? The Founda-

tion's tax exempt status allows us to so-

licit contributions from both individuals 

and corporations in order to carry on the 

mission of both preserving the history 

of the 99th, and educating the public on 

the role of the 99th Battalion and its 

unique and special place in the history 

of both the United States and Norway. 

Contributions will be tax deductible for 

the givers, whether individuals, busi-

nesses or corporations.  The 99th Foun-

dation will no longer be charging dues, 

but will now ask you to donate what 

you can afford, and what you would like 

to contribute to help preserve the history 

of the 99th. Please consider a legacy gift 

in your estate planning, and remember 

ALL DONATIONS 

TO THE  

ó99th Infantry 

Battalion, WWII, 

Educational 

Foundationô  

ARE TAX  

DEDUCTIBLE  
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us now and in future giving to allow us 

to carry on the important work honoring 

the Battalion for the next generations.  

For instance, generous contributions 

from three corporations, shipbroker 

Inge Steensland, AS; Kongsberg De-

fence Systems; and Det Norske Veritas 

helped pay for the cost of veterans and 

families to attend the Deltagermedaljen 

Ceremonies in Washington D.C. and 

Florida earlier this year. We owe these 

three companies a tremendous debt of 

gratitude for their support of the 99th! 

And a big thank you goes to Foundation 

Vice President Erik Wiborg, who was 

instrumental in securing these dona-

tions. Mange Takk, Erik!! We have es-

tablished goals of the Foundation for 

the coming months and years: improv-

ing and adding interpretive and interac-

tive displays at the Vesterheim Mu-

seum; improve and install a permanent 

sign, and beautify the area around the 

Memorial to the 99th at the Avenue of 

the Norwegians, in Malmedy, Belgium. 

We will also work to add a 99th display 

at the new Malmedy museum (www. 

baugnez44. be/News/index/language/

en/) where there is currently nothing on 

the 99th. Work with our partners in Bel-

gium and the Netherlands to dedicate 

bridges, streets and other landmarks 

where the 99th fought to honor the Bat-

talion and units they were attached to. 

We are working to assist historians, au-

thors and filmmakers in their efforts to 

research and tell the story of the 99th. 

With input from educators, we want to 

develop a curriculum and guide about 

the 99th and have information and 

booths at Norwegian festivals and 

events throughout the country to tell the 

story of the Battalion and introduce the 

new Foundation. We are updating the 

99th website and expanding and im-

proving the newsletter, and creating an 

online newsletter as well. This is an ex-

citing time for the 99th! We are enthu-

siastic about taking on the tasks ahead 

of us and are fortunate to have a group 

of descendants as well as talented ex-

perienced businessmen and a 99th vet-

eran on our Board of Directors, all dedi-

cated to moving us into the future.  

These include Bill Hoffland, 99th de-

scendent, President; Erik Wiborg, Vice 

President; Harlan Hanson, descendent, 

Secretary; Tom Graves, Treasurer; 

Bruce Bjorgum, descendent; Member 

of the Board; Jarvis Taylor, Company 

D, Member of the Board. You can help 

by supporting the new Foundation with 

your donations. Checks can be made 

out to the ñ99th Infantry Battalion 

Separate, WWII, Educational Founda-

tion,ò and mailed to: Tom Graves, 400 

Clipper St , San Francisco, CA 94114, 

415-550-7241 Tom@tomgraves.com. 

All contributions are tax deductible. 

Please send Tom any changes of ad-

dress. We will soon have an online do-

nation process for your convenience. 

Visit www.99thinfantrybattalion.org, 

for photos, articles, and the latest news 

about the work of the 99th Foundation. 

Merry Christmas and Mange Takk! 
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Lester Carlson (HQ) and Herbert 

ñHerbò Bjerke (C) share a laugh 

99er Alf M. Berg C Co. 

of Eatontown, NJ  

enjoying the festivities 

99er Wilfred Jacobsen C Company & 99er 

Robert Snodgrass A Company of Malta, OH 

Young lads, honorary 99er Erik Wiborg, Hadley 

Jenson (HQ), Foundation President Bill Hoffland  

and Bob Hoffland enjoy seeing each other. 

99er Hadley Jenson of Auburn, CA. & General 

Harald Sunde, Chief of Defense Norway (CDN) 

first get acquainted at the first of many wonderful 

meals provided by our Norwegian hosts - seen 

here at the Spy Museum in downtown D.C. 



 5 

99er Bill Burke medic of Mesa, AZ & your 

newsletter publisher writer Harlan K. Hanson 

99er Richard Lumpp (B), studying 

Harlanôs laptop in the wonderful 

meeting room at Key Bridge  

Marriott, where we stayed  

in first class style! 

99ers Wilfred Jacobsen and Christian Brun both of  

C Company,  Hadley Jenson motor pool Tech.  

Sergeant of HQ Company proudly showing a  

painting honoring the 99th Ski Troops. 

Painting was given the 99ers by historian  

Dean Henney after he gave wonderful  

presentation on the 99ths accomplishments  

Nothing better than to look at 

old pictures together with Sig-

vard "Sigge" Johnson (C), 

Harlan Hanson (son of Harold 

K. Hanson), Bruce Bjorgum  

son of  Robert Bjorgum (C),  

Hadley Jenson (HQ) and  

Robert Bjorgum (C). 
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A group shot at the  

Iwo Jima Marine Corps. 

War Memorial  

Lester Carlson (HQ), Hadley Jenson (HQ), Robert  

Bjorgum (C), Erik Wiborg and Richard Wesserling (A)  

before lunch at the Army and Navy Club in downtown 

Washington D.C. 

MG(r) Johan Brun 

presents an award 

to the administrator 

of this event in 

Washington, D.C. 

Lt. Col. Erik Myroldhaug  

He was in charge of contacting 

and finding, with 99th organi-

zations help, all living 99ers for 

the Washington D.C. gathering 

and medal ceremonies."  
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Norwegian Chief of  

Defense General Harald 

Sunde awards the Norwe-

gian World War II Defense 

Medal to Lester Carlson 

(HQ Company) at the  

Norwegian Embassy. 

Kransekake was served to the 

delight of many at the Award 

ceremony at the elegant  

Norwegian Embassy. 

The lovely Mrs.  

Hojem, wife of 

Col. Ole Martin 

Hojem, honored us 

by wearing her 

traditional  bunad  

Norwegian attire. 

Bust of  King Harald V  

as a boy on display in the  

Norwegian Embassy. 
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Erik Brun & his father 

99er Christian Brun of  

C Company 

Washington DC in front of the Norwegian Embassy ambassador's residence for photos after the 

'Deltagermedaljen' or Norway's World War II Participant Medals were awarded to the fifteen 99ers 

who were able to attend. (from left to right)  1) Technical Sgt Hadley Jensen HQ  2) Pfc Bill Burke A Co 

Medic 3) Pfc Robert D. Chapman D Co  4)1st Lt. Robert Bjorgum C Co  5)Pfc. Richard A Lumpp B Co  

6)Pfc Sigvard G. Johnson C Co  7)Tech Sgt T. Wilfred Jacobsen C Co  8)Pfc. Robert Snodgrass A Co  

9)Chief of Defense Harald Sunde  10) Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strommen  11) Pfc. J. Jarvis Taylor D 

Co   12) Pfc. Richard Wesserling A Co  13) 1st Lt. Lester Carlson HQ  14) Pfc. Theodor Pedersen HQ  

15) Pfc. Christian Brun C  Co  16) Pfc. Alf M. Berg C Co  17) Tech Sgt. Herbert Bjerke C  

Sigvard G. Johnson (C) 

and Admiral Gary 

Roughhead, Chief of  

Naval Operations,  

US Navy  

Alf M. Berg, C Company 
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óShoulder to Shoulderô at Ft. Meyer.  

Chief of Defense Harald Sunde 

speaking with representatives from 

all wars around the table. 

Technical 

Sgt Hadley 

Jenson HQ  

reluctantly  

sharing a 

story. 

Richard Lumpp, Sigg Johnson, Robert Bjorgum , Lester Carlson, Bill Burke, Hadley Jenson,   

Robert Chapman, Robert Snodgrass, Jarvis Taylor, Wilfred Jacobsen, & Chris Brun 

Jarvis Taylor and Richard 

Lumpp share an apparently 

amusing story 
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Hadley Jenson and Robert Snodgrass shake  

a few hands while Harlan looks like  

he is holding the paparazzi back. 

Placing the wreath 

for Memorial Day 

at the National 

World War II  

Memorial  

Hadley Jenson (HQ) shakes Chief of Defense Harald Sundeôs hand 

while Robert Snodgrass (A) has a serious discussion with actor Gary 

Sinise. These 99erôs sure do get around! 

Hadley Jenson , Col. 

Ole Martin Hojem  

and Robert Snodgrass 

smile for the camera. 


